
Christmas Comes Early 

The kids Ride In The Back Of The Truck — African Style. 

Risky parental negligence aside, the above method of transport (I swear it 
was less than ten minutes) is popular here.  We regularly see pickup trucks 
loaded to the max with people in the back.  Thankfully the most shocking 
thing to come out of this ride was what my kids had to say about why this 
was possible here in South Africa and not elsewhere. 
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Oscar Aylward 

It’s a lot easier here. 

Leo Aylward 

I have no friends. 

Coco Aylward 

Kids here are a bit 
wild. 

What is the 
difference 
between the two 
schools?

IN AFRICA 
“The people are poor 
here so they all chip in 

and  share one car.”
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IN CANADA 

“Canada is just way to 
safety conscious.”

2
IN UNITED STATES 

“Too many people have 
guns and you might get 

shot if you are out in 
the open like that.”
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Aylward’s in Africa 
The Good The Bad The Ugly



Living In The Western Cape 
We have settled in to our new home in Cape Town.  
Constantia is a magnificent area surrounded by 
some of the countries oldest vineyards. Behind us is 
the backside of Table Mountain National Park and 
in front of us is False Bay. There are miles and miles 
of hiking trails and joggers and hikers have access 
to vineyard trails too — it is a Nature lover’s 

paradise.  

We began exploring the city 
tentatively.  The first time 
we went out at night we celebrated.  The first hike was mildly stressful.  Now 
we do it all. Every now and then we road trip to a new park where we stay in 
simple self catering chalets.  These have been wonderful experiences - no cell 
phones, not much to do but play cards and walk.  It is in through this walking 
that we discover the local communities, and see spectacular nature.   Once 
we were followed for 5.2km by an ostrich! 

The kids are integrating into their new school, the American International 
School of Cape Town. There are over forty nationalities represented here and until this year, Canada 
was not one of them.  But with three Canadians in attendance we have met the minimum number 
requirements to occupy a small piece of the international pie.  The kids enjoy some classes and not 
others. They like some teachers and not others.  We try to get them to relate their experience to 
Toronto.   How is it different here?  How is school different?   They fluctuate from morose to 
hilarious in their their answers. (See sidebar one liners  above). They are involved in lots of after 
school activities - even ice hockey.  Yep. All three play weekly on an Olympic sized rink. 
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THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION  
The American Revolution from an American perspective at the AISCT 
is not surprisingly different from how it is taught from a Canadian 
perspective.  Oscar summarizes it this way, “AISCT only focuses on 
the American part of the revolution whereas at Crescent we talked 
about Quebec and Canadian perspectives. The teacher at AISCT 
focussed on how navigation laws started the American Revolution.  
All of the product had to be sold through the King of England and 
could only be bought by the King restricting the right of commerce 
of the American colonies.  Mr. Evans focussed on taxation without 
representation causing the people of the Colonies to rebel.



American International School of Cape Town
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